
KING JESUS: THE KINGDOM The Beauty of the Cross

The Kingdom of Heaven is a spiritual reality that
changes ______________________________________.

(Matthew 16:21-28) From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly
that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer
many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and
the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he
would be raised from the dead. But Peter took him aside and began to
reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. “This
will never happen to you!” Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from
me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely
from a human point of view, not from God’s.” Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your
own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your
life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.
And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own
soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? For the Son of Man will
come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will judge all people
according to their deeds. And I tell you the truth, some standing here
right now will not die before they see the Son of Man coming in his
Kingdom.”

Jesus shows us how to see the ___________________.

Jesus fixes our perspective so we see that
the Cross is…

1. v22-23 The doorway to ___________________________.
(Matthew 4:8-10) Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,”
he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told
him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only
him.’”

(Ephesians 6:10-14) Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of
God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.
For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies… Stand your ground,
putting on the belt of truth.
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2. v24 The doorway to _____________________________.
(Joshua 1:7-9) Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the
instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right
or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. Study this Book of
Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey
everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is
my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

3. v25-26 The doorway to ___________________________.
(Romans 5:2-6) Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of
undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look
forward to sharing God’s glory. We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and
trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.
And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves
us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. When we
were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.

4. v27-28 The doorway to ___________________________.
(2 Kings 13:21) Once when some Israelites were burying a man, they spied a band
of these raiders. So they hastily threw the corpse into the tomb of Elisha and fled.
But as soon as the body touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man revived and jumped
to his feet!

(Hebrews 12:1-3 MSG)Do you see what this means… start
running- and _______________________!
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race
we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where
he was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he
could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame,
whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go
over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he
plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!

Questions:
1. What does the Cross mean to you? How does it bring you hope?
2. How could you reframe your life to see a struggle as an adventure?
3. Who are you inviting to Easter next week?
4. Based on today’s message, what next step do you need to take?
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(Matthew 16:21-28) From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly
that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer
many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and
the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he
would be raised from the dead. But Peter took him aside and began to
reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. “This
will never happen to you!” Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from
me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely
from a human point of view, not from God’s.” Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your
own way, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your
life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.
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Jesus fixes our perspective so we see that
the Cross is…

1. v22-23 The doorway to TRUTH FROM LIES.
(Matthew 4:8-10) Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,”
he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told
him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only
him.’”

(Ephesians 6:10-14) Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of
God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.
For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies… Stand your ground,
putting on the belt of truth.

2. v24 The doorway to ADVENTURE FROM FEAR.
(Joshua 1:7-9) Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the
instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right
or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. Study this Book of
Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey
everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. This is
my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
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(Romans 5:2-6) Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of
undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look
forward to sharing God’s glory. We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and
trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops
strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation.
And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves
us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. When we
were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.

4. v27-28 The doorway to ETERNAL HOPE.
(2 Kings 13:21) Once when some Israelites were burying a man, they spied a band
of these raiders. So they hastily threw the corpse into the tomb of Elisha and fled.
But as soon as the body touched Elisha’s bones, the dead man revived and jumped
to his feet!

(Hebrews 12:1-3 MSG)Do you see what this means… start
running- and NEVER QUIT!
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race
we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where
he was headed—that exhilarating finish in and with God—he
could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame,
whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right
alongside God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go
over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he
plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls!

Questions:
1. What does the Cross mean to you? How does it bring you hope?
2. How could you reframe your life to see a struggle as an adventure?
3. Who are you inviting to Easter next week?
4. Based on today’s message, what next step do you need to take?


